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Walter J. Sullivan chaired the Curriculum and Instruction Committee for more than two decades, also previously, sitting on the Commissioner’s Advisory Committee and the House of Delegates. He had been an active member of the Council for 26 years and a retired lifetime member for five years.

Walter started teaching in Incarnation School in New York City, worked as a Middle School Principal in the Bronx at St. John’s, Kingsbridge, spent a year in the Great Neck School District directing the district’s reorganization, was an Assistant Professor of Education at the College of Mt. St. Vincent in Riverdale, New York for 4 years. He then was High School Principal in Cazenovia, Superintendent of Schools in DeRuyter Central for 4 years and Superintendent of Schools in the Skaneateles Central School for 22 years until his retirement in 2005.
Walter has spent 46 years in education. He was named New York State Superintendent of the Year in 1993, Outstanding Administrator of the Year in the Cayuga-Onondaga area, New York Outstanding Secondary Administrator of the Year by the NYS Library and Media Association, and the recipient of the appreciation award from NYSCOSS. Two of the four Skaneateles schools were named National Schools of Excellence under the Blue Ribbon program and the Skaneateles School District was the recipient of The Governor’s Award for Excellence.
His B.A. in classical literature was from the Catholic University of America. He holds master’s degrees in education and psychology, the former from Manhattan College, the latter from Fordham University. Fordham also presented Walter with his Ph.D. in psychology.

From 2008- 2010, he was the Coordinator of The Regents Standards Review and Revision Initiative. He sat on the Policy Board of Success by Six in Central New York, chaired the Literacy Committee of Success by Six and has given lectures on his dissertation topic of death and dying, provided marriage counseling and has served as mentor to students, Principals and Superintendents.

His wife Kathleen was a parochial school teacher for 25 years, daughter Kateri is a nurse practitioner at Sloan Kettering Memorial in Pediatric Oncology, daughter, Meghan is in her tenth year as middle school social studies teachers in Scarsdale, and son, Tim has been working in International Business in Brazil.

Since his retirement as Superintendent in 2005, Walter as been working as an Associate Professor of Educational Leadership and The Director of The Center for Educational Policy and Practice at The College of New Rochelle in Westchester County.

