DEAD ‘BUG’ FUNERAL

THEME: ALIVE VS DEAD; TELLING YOUR STORY

AGE: LITTLES

Considerations:

-Excellent indirect way for child to relate story of the death

-May draw from cultural differences, acting as educational tool

-Helps child become more comfortable with funerals and memories after death

Supplies:

-Dead bug or fish

-2 Boxes-one for coffin and one bigger for burial

-Dirt, flowers, leaves and twigs (may substitute paper flowers and leaves)

-Decorations for the coffin

-Small piece of cloth

-Optional: dress up clothing for funeral

Instructions:

1. Show children dead animal; have them hold and discuss

2. Have them decorate the coffin box

3. Encourage children to create the ‘bug’s’ life story as decorating…the bug’s name, where and who lived with, etc.

4. Have children wrap bug in cloth, and place in smaller box, closing the box

5. Place small box in larger box, putting dirt and flowers into box

6. Create funeral ritual as placing the dirt; each child makes a goodbye statement or picture for the bug and places it in the grave.

PROCESSING:

1. Discuss what is alive versus dead as children view the animal

2. Gently attempt to discuss their loved one’s funeral or memorial service: where was it…What did they wear…Who said something you liked…etc.; remember it may be too hot a topic

3. If they could have said something at their loved one’s funeral, what would it have been?

4. Discuss the importance of saying Goodbye after someone has died.

Options:

-Note a few different cultures, and different funeral rituals e.g. mummies, day of the dead, etc.

-Dress up to attend the funeral

-Children may wish to sing song

-May read “The 10th Good Thing about Barney”
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